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Stop TB Partnership Japan launches research fund

1 July 2009 - Tokyo - Fol lowing the announcement during the press conference at the
Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare, Japan last week, Stop TB Partnership Japan
(STBJ) launched the “M/XDR-TB Frontier Fund” on 1 July. The purpose of the Fund
is to contribute to the global TB control, by supporting the advancement of clinical
trials for new TB drugs and diagnostics under development by private Japanese
enterprises in developing countries, based on the directive to “create an environment
that facilitates the development of new TB drugs, new diagnostics, and so on from
around the world, as well as early practical application” , prescribed in the
“Concrete Actions” of the STBJ Action Plan

In order to achieve the above purpose prescribed, the Fund will perform activities
to provide grants—in-aid to health facilities in developing countries deemed capable
of conducting clinical trials in accordance with International Conference on
Harmonization-WHO Good Clinical Practice (ICH-GCP) standards. The money of the Fund
will be donated by all organizations and individuals that acknowledge the essence
of the Fund. The grants—in—-aid will be used for construction or renovation of hospital
wards and microbiology lab facilities, provision of diagnostic and IT equipment, staff
training and information sharing with individuals and institutions involved in the

trials.



The secretariat of the Fund is seated within STBJ. To ensure transparency and
impartiality of the Fund, an Executive Committee of five to six qualified experts
will be established under the secretariat. The Committee will evaluate any counsel
or advice, received from STBJ pertaining to the operations and management of the Fund
and decide on the course of action for the effective and efficient utility of the

Fund.
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